
Details for the orienteering event 

at Beccles Common 1st May 2017 

 

Beccles Common, lying close to the railway station, is mainly an open common that is 

unusual that it has a 9 hole golf course on it with (sometimes) fenced off greens as the 

Common has grazing rights – though nothing but rabbits are grazing it at the moment.  

There is an open boundary woodland and a mix of dense gorse patches and sporadic trees 

as well as a central island of (out of bounds) cottage and wood. (The surrounding fields and 

allotments are also out of bounds.) There are water filled ditches but courses are designed 

so you only cross them by bridges and so can otherwise be avoided.  It should therefore suit 

newcomers as well as having a touch of complexity for those who have orienteered before. 

Please ensure you are wearing appropriate clothing for whether you are walking or running 

and take care of the possible trip hazards (e.g. rabbit holes) or being caught by gorse, 

brambles or tree branches. Take some water with you – there will be water at the finish. The 

controls are on canes so keep your eyes away from the exposed ends.  

There will be three options: 

• A short course of about 2km making use of paths 

• A long course of about 3km that is a touch harder 

• A score event with up to 27 controls to be found in 45 minutes. 

Entry will be £3 for adults and £1 for juniors payable at registration by the Sports club.  

Registration will be from 10am with the chance to start between 10.30 and 12.30pm. The 

courses will close at 2pm.  Controls will be orange and white flags on canes with a pin-punch 

that will mark your control card to show you’ve visited the right place.  

Your control card will be given to you at registration. Short and long course maps will be 

available at the start (before you start if you wish) with the score event map picked up after 

you have started. The start and finish will be beside each other in The Avenue on the way 

into the Common.  

Your effort will be timed from start to finish. But don’t worry if you don’t want to be 

competitive over time – you can walk round if you want just testing your map reading. 

You must report to the finish to hand in your control card: even if you give up and just want 

to go home. We don’t want to send out a search party unnecessarily!  Toilets and parking 

are at the sports club to the SW of the Common.   

There will be Suffolk Orienteering Club members ready and happy to help newcomers know 

what to do and give advice to find out about this super sport that tests mind and body.  

Any surplus proceeds from the event will go to the Beccles Town Mayor’s fund to try and 

restore The Avenue back to its former glory.  

 

 

Organiser / Planner: Simon Hooton 

Controlling checker: Paul Lowe 

Town Council liaison: Charlie Middleton 


